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that man can only hope to influence nature by worship,
not by work; and it sets up an order of specialists in the
business of enlisting this irresistible supernatural agency.
"Whereas witchcraft does after its dim, blundering fashion, from
the very first stumble away in the contrary direction ; in order
to avert floods or attract water it does not propitiate the river
god or the running stream; it employs for these purposes
some utterly random and senseless ceremony of its own devis-
ing, which nevertheless might probably be traced back with
infinite trouble to some scrap of real knowledge, or traditional
observation, or hap-hazard coincidence. The witch is like a
savage, who might pick up a lucifer match-box, and should
imagine that the power of lighting the matches was peculiar to
himself, thence inferring that he was gifted with miraculous
powers, and could command the lightning. He is only just
superior to his fellows, who would fall down and worship the
box.

A witch, therefore, may be thus defined. He is one who
professes to work marvels, not through the aid and counsel of
the supernatural beings in whom he believes as much as the
rest, but by certain occult faculties and devices which he con-
ceives himself to possess. In so far as he does really possess
a trifling store of sitperior skill and useful tricks, he is the
savant of his time ; in so far as he merely pretends and
guesses, he is a crazy charlatan, by applying constantly this
definition we may reduce into order our ideas of the relative
position of witchcraft towards all phases of religion. First, we
grasp the real distinction, even in fetichism, between the witch
and his brother practitioner upon a fetich, or between the witch
and the Shdman who rolls about the ground and screams out his
oracle; and this linp between adoration, inspiration, vows, or
oracles, on one side, and thaumaturgy by occult incomprehen-
sible arts on the other side, divides the two professions from
bottom to top. Secondly, we see* why the said witch is so
violently persecuted evenrin the earliest times, when there is no
churcB. to proscribe him, nor morality to denoxince his ways.
So long as people ascribe to their gods all inexplicable and
unforeseen calamities as well as blessings, and so long as